
mer, Carl Rlenecker, Guy Jones. "Waldo
Brown, Dudley Brown,' Lloyd Meuss-
dorffer, E. Lindsey. Howard Winthrop,

"W. F..Brown, Leland S. Wallace and
Tom de Ntkejjp

Ernest Ohrt has written a brief de-
scriptlon o/ his machine, givingmeas-
urements, etc. > The two .brothers are
now busily engaged building a second

machine that is to eclipse the first one
in everyway. \u25a0 V \u25a0\u25a0-.

"The 'glider constructed by my
brother Hans and myself is a biplane
of our own desigri,*

t
measuring 20 feet

from tip,to tip.,The depth is 4*6 feet,
including 1 foot extension of the ribs.
The t

height is also -Ufc Ifeet.i and- the
machine has 175 square feet of surface.
'The ribs which" form the planes are
1. foot apart, and are .covered .with
muslin, which has a double jcoating of
starch. The glider hast a. rear :rudder
which extends S feet, and 'a'ismall hori-
zontal plane. _.There are two armsticks
in

"
the center^ of :the:lower, plane, on

which a
'
trapeze |hangs, \u25a0 and 1 the \u25a0\u25a0 gliJ-

erist sits on. tills,- or. swings from his
"arms. balance the machine- by
"throwing our bodies to'one side :or the• other.' Some\of <the boys kick .their
feet about like 'acrobats, .. and others '.
just use-: their shoulders. 'InI.descend -.\u25a0

ing we lean forward. ;:In;starting we
lean ;back— -away* back-^when* we want,
to go very," high.- -The towed flights
are.more \u25a0' successful "than ..the 7 free.flights. "We ;are building four > second •

machine on;;a .much":broader plan;- so"-
that it •can be

"
run \ with? a" motor. .'; Our .'

;present :machine 7cost; about $14.";
•v.-.The';.Ohrt :.brothers Vmade'*- their'.' "first"-

successful iflight;In.the 'glider.'Novem- i
1 berl2s iast." j:Harold^Wlllats't machlneTv
which'is somewhat

'
larger, and stronger,"^

and-j therefore \ has ;aipassenger^ carry5 /
ing

'
capacity,^ was;'cbmplefed; about -twoI

\u25a0 months
'
o-SO.'?,"":Rob ';Bergfeld,v:owner ;fof ;

the"third glider.^is aboutUo;6ell
fout*t9 f

Howard i.Winthrop.' '-The' boys tall aim- U3~ be 'originaliflnVtheir},deslgns.-iandt:
Bergfeld,".lS;ibusily

-~
engaged'!: building;-

'i whatfc he; calls? his "Dragon ;?Fly,"' a-

machine with a flapping^ wing device.^
;"We have been, using these 'gliders:

merely fdr'experimental purposes," ex- :
plained "Leland Wallace,. who is one of:
the older boys, a studenfat the^Poly-:
technic thigh "We all'want ;to
get \monoplanes or.blplanes 1that willi
run:with«motors. .The gliders"are Just
the^ first>, step. '\u25a0\u25a0 We have not'smashed-
any' records "so; far, but we all;hope:;to;
later on." v v :." . \ \u25a0;\u25a0'\u25a0' \u25a0".'..:\u25a0 i'.'"\:\u25a0''.. \u25a0•;•".''>\u25a0"" '-

-The. boys all have their: pet ambitions
in\ regard ;•to-what; they 1,would

*
like?to|

dp'jwhen'vthey get their- big. machines
\u25a0completed.'^; Wallace.:'": thinks

~-
:"that';? he .

would ltkeito fly over San: Francisco: •

the; Ohrts ;would ;. like ito;make; at.trip"
across "the*,bay ;•Meussdorffer^ wants- to*
make |a"fgood fsquare [landingion] the ',top\*
of:MoimtfiTamalpals;i:Hotchner,^ wants;;
to\be^an^xj?ertsmoflermaker;aiid^ould^
likejtolbpildjthe]smallestfmachineTex-,
tant;VWlUate .wants :tojbe^a:s^eed 1bug-r^ ;

he i^b-gJd ;'likeV to \u25a0 soar just 'a \u25a0 little \u25a0' bit:

higher than any of the. other fellows, v'
generally do2 team work-in

building the *aeroplanes.- .jJones
and Lindsey hope to have .their,biplanes
ready, in ja;couple ofIweeks. '•; a "Wallace
aridßienecker, assisted by Meussdorffer,
are; constructing aa:;iuonoplane;.upbu'j a
secret •design^; which ;they;hope to have
ready,; for inspection; in about v.three
weeks;|.The lbbys ;have ;made jarrange-
ments \:to 'rent 'an engine of French, man-
ufacture; -and'itlis iwith th|s r that^tho
club "will*make/ Its.initial:flight-with
real

*
power. •:• ~£ /. ;-'•--•

'
r-ij-'.-.-'.4'rriji

_- *;\Ve don't like to boast of the, things
we "are. going to"do until we can '.make
:a'"*few;V demonstrations,'.','. said .Wallace
imodestly.;^! He \u25a0is /something fof.--f-a
draftsman; 1 and the ;walls ,of"lihis
iroom 'are^covered >with.workingfdraw-
.ings ;ofi:aeroplanes. ,yHe

"'
has va 'scrap^

Jjooklfullfof of all the!-'famous
[alrshipsf invented* so

'
far,"*and;can \give

.afdetaileddescription' of each. He hopes

40 realizes that there is some time to
spare, after all. These boys, with the
benefit of all aeronautical investiga-

tion since the time of Icarus, are al-
ready tiring of Lllienthal's supreme
invention, the gliding machine. It is

the old story of Columbus and the egs

Lilienthal showed the world how t«
do it. and it proved a simple thing,

after all. Every great invention, it'>
seems, makes use of a simple discovery

that some man stumbled on. while the
rest of the unobserving world blindly-
passed, it by. And many of our great-
est inventors have started working out
some unsolved world's problems when
,
:mere boys. A voice at my elbow as-
sured me of this.

"Say, Lilienthal was only 14 years
old when he began his work on air-
ships. He ;got his tip from a.bird; and
"Wright and Bleriot and all those other
fellows got their tips from him. The
Wrights were just kids when they
Etarted out, and they had a, hard time
getting anybody to believe in them,
after they had the thing all worked
out. They went Lilienthal one better,

'

.and then some. But Lilienthal got
killed; so he didn't have a fair show."

But through' Lilienthal's efforts it
has come to ipass that in this genera-
tion any boy with a knowledge of
carpentering, a, saw and a hammer
can.construct a glider that will almost
put him on ja par with, the birds in

-short order—at a cost, of $14. -These
gliders, \u25a0-.- of course,* are 'not- equipped,

'. with* engines. -«The bays ;make free
flights; jumping: from steep hills":or
cliffs in the manner in;which Lilien-
thal madehis first experiment, or towed
flights,,when" other boys run with long
ropes^ attached^ to. the "glider,/which
promptly, swings up into- the )air,, ris-

king to; 100 feet or more, and covering
a distance of from 2,00 to 450_feet. The
boys

*
thus :far * have :not exerted^ their

best • efforts toward breaking* 'each
-other's "records.. Ernest Ohrt held the
record for/:height* last" week, having,
soared 110 feet./- Guy Jones? made ;

-
a•

t
record;for dlstancVof ,450, feet. 'Harold
Willats holds

!the record > for apassen-
ger-carrying, haying- made a 'flight:in-
the rain, with;Ernest Ohrt; and -Guy;
Jones 1 swinging- on the x bars \u25a0 with him.'
;' Ernest Ohrt, :-J the

-
president of;? the

club,
'aged :16;

'
and \u25a0 his brother ;Hans,. a

year., and *a* halfvyounger, :constructed
the;flrst glider/ called. "TheOhrt 'Bros.1
No.L L"-".'These :two boys, withi.two

r'bthers.i Rob. Bergfeld and Harry Wil-
latsi are the ,founders; of':the cliib.
Amorig. the other members are;Al.Sie-.

SAN
FRANCISCO has the distinction

of possessing a club of the young-

est practical aeronauts In the
\u25a0world.

The San Francisco aero club It is
called, composed entirely of boys

•whose ages range from 14 to 17 years.

The club has been in existence barely

four months, and during that time the
boys have built three separate gliders

and have made more than a hundred
successful flights.

The boys have been very quiet

about it.
"Tou see, we've just been practicing."

they explained. "Come out on the sand
dunes" after the first of Apriland you

\u25a0will find us flying around with real
engines in our machines. Then you

\u25a0will see some sport."

They are school boys and -working

boys, so they make their flights only

on Sunday afternoons. The sand dunes

are south of the park. Take the Ellis

street car. transfer at Twentieth ave-

nue, drop off *t N street, and then

Tuwilt up. Tou will see their big white
gliders skidding along against the

vrind.
Iwanted to find"out whether this

club of youthful high fliers was afiili-
atrd with any more mature organiza-

tion. A tall blonde boy shook his head.
"No. we are just going it alone. The

trouble with men's dubs Is they do too

much flyingon paper. /They, draw dia-^
prams and give.lectures people

can't always understand.',.^ We wanted
to start- flying riKht'awayvso we just

iuilt our own machines' and went
ahead. Flying is \u25a0 whatj'lalks. You
get up in the alrand wave at-a fel-
low and then he understands. That's
what**

Hats off to the impatience of youth!

The boy« want to*begin, where their,

elders left off;but youthful impatience

has ever been a* fine factor fn -the:
world's advancement!. Sweet
always proclaims "that, life;is short.;
"Hurry up," is youth's slogan.

-
Staid-

Mabel H. Collyer

And the international association .
might look ia good deal farther before
finding 'more likely• material than la
contained: in this club of daring youa 3
experimenters.

a rope gets entangled in somebody's
feet, or the wind gets frisky.

"But the wind is our friend," said
Willats. "We can't go up without it.
Free flights are the only- kind we can
make in a dead <;alm. and free filght3
are not - nearly so exciting as towed
flights.' In a towed flight, when the
wind Is good and strong the machine
goes right up like a bird. When the
windi3not very strong a fellow has
to run a little with the glider before it
leaves the ground." •-'

Willats, who is a slender, wiryIlttl*
fellow, makes very successful flights,
attaining a good height with very lit-
tle effort, and cutting through the air
with a clrxn, graceful sweep. Tha
heavier boys have more trouble In
making a. start Lightness seems to
count for a good deal, as in the case of
a jockey. The younger Ohrt boy. Hans.
Is a'littlefellow, who has no trouble in
leaving the ground swiftly.

Spectators are welcome at their ex-
hibitions from now on. say the boys,
and with the wind in good trim, and
the machines in good order, they never
disappoint.. "But what we are doing now isn't
anything to what we are going to do!"
Iwas reminded as a'parting shot.

The boys have their machines stored
In a big barn in Twentieth avenue;
but the building willbe far too small
to accommodate the new machines; so
they are making arrangements to move
into larger. quarters.

The clubi3open to new members. All
you need to get in la grit and a deter-
mination to,"go up in the air.** There
Is no initiation 'f^e. The dues are 'so
cents a "month. Nor la youth an Im-
perative requirement.
;'**We wouldn't mind a bit If some
grown up. men came Into the club."
said one of the boys. "We have not
joined .the

"
international association

yetr.biit we hope to later on.'"*

"Iwouldn't likeito tell you." he said.
"I guess ", there

- wouldn't be much to
tell,-.anyway.;£ She'd Ju?t be dead. 3 But
we have not had any accidents to speak
of. j;We've;smashed -a^ machine once or
twice, :butl the -boy; got ".off every,' time

.\u25a0with :.just sia': fewjscratches. .:Of course,
a fall beforethe'machine got very high
would -not ;hurt *'a

'
fellow very . much,

especially out;* there -An* the sand. I
was; just:thinking: what

1might happen
if a"; fellow;let^goji hundred feet up in
th'e'air. :;No'boyfever, has let go; so we
reallyf.can'titell'exactly." '.

\u25a0\u25a0:'_?_ Sd"gliding.^may^b"e,,rated as a com-
paratively -safe ;J sport.- because "the
boys^simply :';do jnot;rlet go, ' Some-
timesthey'.land •under /difficulty when

He smiled.

#"I:wonder :if a girl could make a
model of an airship,": said Meussdorf-
fer:musingly. "Girls ;are^ brave enough
to go up in the machines all right,but
they'^don't cut -much* of a -dash* with
tools.Vr.We were' thinking of letting a
girl,go up on-one of our gliders.'but we
got"afraid .that she mightiet go or
something up In-midair."

"And'\u25a0\u25a0 what would happen if she let
go?"'lasked. :' ..

to be a;professional aeronaut himself,
if,not an Inventor.

"A fellow has an awful lot to work
with in the Inventing line." he said
enthusiastically. "Just look at what
has. been invented in the last few years.
The airship is all rights They are look-
Ing':-. for

-
safety, devices •noT and new

designs- Did -you know mat Curtiss
was just a newsboy and Paulhan was a
tight -rope walker? Nearly all of the
Inventors were .poor. Iguess that la
a Bood sign."
.Forwarding thfs good work,.the Pa-

cific Aero club is offering a series of
prizes for original models of airships,
and most of .'the members of the San
Francisco Aerd'clubjhope to have ex-
hibits .in this contest, -which will bo
closed some time. ln:May. Many of the
models that the- boys intend to enter
are already constructed.' Professor Hi-
dalgo Is offering.a~ prize especially for
school boys and girls.

The San Francisco Sunday Call

SAN FRANCISCO
BOYS
WHO
FLY

THE TWODOZEN 16-YEAR-Ollb LADS QF
THIS CLUB BUILD GLIDERS AT A COST

'

OF $14 EACH AND SOAR IN THEM
ABOVE THE PARKSIDE DUNES-AND

"

NOW COME MOTORS! : : : : :?


